COM 140 Paper 5, due November 17th 2011

1. Respond to the following statement: “Media shows us that in our culture any viewpoint can be defended with the right tactics, regardless of the truth.”

Reference tonight’s film and the radio clip we listened to awhile back about the news station reporting on an alleged sex offender working with children (posted on the website for you to re-listen to). 
2. Can we, and should we, separate people from their jobs? Ex: Nick does awful things but is portrayed as a “good” person. There are many artists who do awful things but have good work/music. The JoePa Scandal currently happening. Utilize the article I’ve passed out in tonight’s class. And regarding that article—do you agree with the author’s view point?
3. Did Heather (the reporter in the movie) act ethically? What should a journalist do to get a story? What ethical guidelines should a journalist be held to? (Again refer to radio clip from Question 1.) 
4. Should cigarette advertising be further monitored and restricted? Removed from all media? Explain your point of view. 
5.The film uses different methods to convey messages. Give an example of each of the following methods: dramatic, humorous, factual, and shocking. How/why were these effective or not in your view?

5.a) Why was humor used in the movie?
6. From ABC interview with Director Jason Reitman "What I wanted people to think about was political correctness. I wanted them to think about ideas of personal responsibility and personal choice. I think cigarettes are a wonderful location for that discussion because cigarettes are something we know all the answers to", he posits. "I wanted to look into this idea of why we feel the need to tell each other how to live and why we can't take personal responsibility for our own actions when we fall ill from things that we know are dangerous."
Respond to his comments, with your own opinions, referencing the movie and your own personal experiences. 

