COM 140 Final, Fall 2011
*You have the option do to this project with others—groups can be NO MORE than 3 people. If you do it that way, the amount of outside resources does change (see below)

You will:

· Select a topic/issue relevant in Media and Society. Examples may include issues from your book, questions or issues raised in class, or a different topic you thought of because of this class. This topic must be approved by me because we will not have duplicate topics. You can tell me your topic before the proposal is due.
· Topic Proposal Due November 22th: Who are you working with (if anyone) and what’s the plan for who does what? What is the issue you are looking at? Why did you pick this topic? Possible resolutions that you have brainstormed for this topic? 1-1.5 TYPED pages, max. Either hand in on Nov. 17th class or e-mail it to me BEFORE 5pm on Tuesday Nov. 22. Your topic must be pre-approved by me, absolutely no exceptions.
· Write a final paper that (a) provides an overview of the topic/issue (including research and expert opinions), (b) provides information on both sides of the issue (kind of like your book for this part) What do the experts say? (c) Collect the thoughts and opinions of 4-5 other classmates on your topic. I prefer you speak with 5 people. You will need: their names, their thoughts and opinions on the topic. We will do this in class. More details of what to write will be provided the day we do this. This will happen on Dec. 1, so don’t skip class. In your paper you will respond to their thoughts and opinions—agree? Disagree? What are they missing (if anything)? Explain yourself. (d) provide YOUR opinion on the issue and/or if there’s a resolution so that it is no longer an issue. How could you fix this supposed social ill? Or do you feel it’s not a real negative social problem and should be dropped? Your paper should also have a clear introduction and conclusion.  Less than 5 types pages isn’t telling me much, more than 12 is probably excessive—if you are working alone. Working with others means more sources and a potentially longer paper. 
· Final presentation due week of Dec 15. You will present to the class and brief overview of your paper. The final paper is due when you present. 

· If you work with others then you also need to turn in a report with your final—telling me who did what, what good/bad things happened in working together and what your grade is for your peer. Justify that grade. Don’t grade yourself, that’s just lame. 

Scholarly articles: These are articles written by communication scholars, professors, etc. What you should have found for your midterm paper if you did it correctly. Look for ones that involve some level of research (survey, experiment, case study, etc. )If you have no idea what this means you need to see a librarian. Magazine articles are NOT scholarly works. I do not care if the articles come from only Communication journals. there’s lots of good journals out there. And again, ask a librarian for help, they have an online chat right there on the website. 
Other sources: Books, TV shows, blogs, op-ed pieces, radio pieces (NPR is great for this), magazine articles, newspapers, YouTube, etc. etc. Your textbook maybe used but it only counts as ONE “other source”. Even if you use more than one essay/chapter. I don’t want you to only use your book. 

*Minimum outside sources (minimum work = C grade)

   1 person = 1 scholarly article, and 3 other sources

   2 people = 1 scholarly article and 5 other sources

   3 people = 1 scholarly article and 6 other sources. 

All papers should:
1. Include the name(s) of authors

2. Have a title

3. Have a works cited and citations within paper (we’ll discuss in a couple weeks format for this)

4. BE TYPED. Double space, 12 point font, 1 inch margins

5. Please stop having extra spacing between paragraphs. Indent your paragraphs (that tab button on the computer) instead.

6. I strongly encourage using the writing center—they’ll proofread anything. Don’t lose points for silly typos, missing periods, etc. 

